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Judges engaging in trade.          [A.D. 17
he is not to play at marbles, or at chuck-farthing in the '. azza. No, Sir; there is no profession to which a man gh a very great proportion of his time. It is wonderful, wh a calculation is made, how little the mind is actually e ployed in the discharge of any profession. No man woi be a Judge, upon the condition of being totally a Judge. T best employed lawyer has his mind at work but for a sm proportion of his time: a great deal of his occupation merely mechanical1. I once wrote for a magazine: I mad* calculation, that if I should write but a page a day, at t same rate, I should, in ten years, write nine volumes in fol of an ordinary size and print.' BOSWELL. ' Such as Cart History?' JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir. When a man writes frc his own mind, he writes very rapidly2. The greatest p< of a writer's time is spent in reading, in order to write: man will turn over half a library to make one book.'
I argued warmly against the Judges trading, and me tioned Hale as an instance of a perfect Judge, who c voted himself entirely to his office. JOHNSON. ' Hale, S attended to other things besides law: he left a great estat BOSWELL. 'That was, because what he got, accumulat without any exertion and anxiety on his part.'
While the dispute went on, Moody once tried to si something upon our side. Tom Davies clapped him i the back, to encourage him. Beauclerk, to whom I me tioned this circumstance, said,' that he could not concei a more humiliating situation than to be clapped on t! back by Tom Davies.'
We spoke of Rolt, to whose Dictionary of Commerce I Johnson wrote the Preface3. JOHNSON. ' Old Gardner ti
1 ' If all the employments of life were crowded into the time whi it [sic] really occupied, perhaps a few weeks, days, or hours would sufficient for its accomplishment, so far as the mind was engaged the performance.' The Rambler, No. 8.
3 Johnson certainly did, who had a mind stored with knowledj and teeming with imagery: but the observation is not applicable writers in general. BOSWELL. See post, April 20,1783.
3 See ante, 1.415.
booksellseen that the Edinburgh reviewer (Oct. 185^, p, 3^6) hud come to the name conclusion.
